
 

 

 
 

2021 OKLAHOMA LEGISLATIVE 
SCHOOL CHOICE REPORT CARD 

 
OVERVIEW 

This report card evaluates how state legislators voted on school choice issues during the 2021 
legislative session by tracking their votes on 4 key pieces of legislation dealing with the expansion of 
access to educational options for Oklahoma families and kids. 
In 2021, the Oklahoma State Legislature saw advocacy efforts from parents across Oklahoma like 
never before, a direct result from the educational disruption caused by 2020’s coronavirus pandemic. 
During the 2020-2021 school year, which began virtually for most districts, Oklahoma parents began 
voicing their concerns to their local school districts and quickly realized that parent opinions about their 
own children’s well-beings were not being considered or invited into the educational decision-making 
process. This then led parents to band together and call for legislative actions to increase school choice 
opportunities for Oklahoma families, and elevate parent roles in educational decisions made at the 
school, district and state level. Because of this, the 2021 report card includes a “Parents’ Choice Honor 
Roll” list with state legislators who have supported parents throughout the 2021 legislative session by 
authoring/co-authoring beneficial school choice bills and fostering productive conversations with parent 
advocates. 
ChoiceMatters is a statewide program that focuses on giving parents information, resources and 
support to help them navigate Oklahoma’s pre-K through 12th grade education offerings, and Parent 
Voice Oklahoma is a grassroots coalition of parent volunteers that focuses on elevating parents’ 
inherent right to have a voice in their student’s education and organizing communities to take action on 
behalf of equitable and competitive educational opportunities for all Oklahoma student and families. 
 
BILL SUMMARIES 
HOUSE BILLS

HOUSE BILL 2078  
 
Authored by Rep. Kyle Hilbert, Sen. Zack Taylor; Co-Authored by Rep. Terry O’Donnell, Rep. John Echols, 
Rep. Tammy West, Rep. Dean Davis, and Rep. Toni Hasenbeck. 
 
HB 2078 relates to the current school funding formula and modifies some calculations of state aid 
distribution to districts. This measure will create a real-time, accurate funding formula reflecting the 
yearly average per pupil enrollment in a school district, rather than the previous formula that allowed for 
budgets to be made on a three-year high.  
 



 

 

SB2078 supports parent power by creating a fiscally responsible valuation that reflects current 
and accurate student enrollment in a given district, ensuring that families have access to 
equitable educational options in any traditional public school district they choose. 
 
Last Action: The bill was referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee (2/17/21) and saw 
amendments as well as a principal House author substitute from Rep. McCall to Rep. Hilbert (2/22/21). 
HB2078 was voted on by the House and passed with 68 Yes and 30 No votes.  The bill was sent to the 
Senate and referred to the Education, Appropriations and Finance Committees before passing with 27 
Yes and 19 No votes (3/31/21).  The bill was sent to Governor Kevin Stitt and approved on 3/31/21. 

HOUSE BILL 2701  
 
Authored by Sen. Dave Rader; Co-Authored by Rep. Chris Kannady, Rep. Ryan Martinez, and Rep. Jon 
Echols. 
 
HB2701 increases the total authorized credits for taxpayers making a contribution to an eligible 
scholarship-granting organization or to an eligible educational improvement grant organization. Current 
law caps the credits to $3.5 million and $1.5 million respectively. This measure proposes to increase 
the cap on tax credits to $40 million for both types of contributions. The measure also broadens eligible 
schools to include schools located in any public-school district. 

HB 2701 would have supported parent power by encouraging individuals to invest private donation 
dollars to private institutions, with a tax credit incentive to facilitate funding for school choice. The 
bill included language that would have raised the overall cap on this program and the available tax 
credit, thereby increasing overall donations to the program. 

Last Action: The bill passed the Education Committee with 18 Yes and 12 No votes. The bill was then 
referred and withdrawn from the Rules Committee and then referred to the Appropriations Committee 
(2/22/21).  The bill was not heard by the house committee deadline and the title was stricken on 
2/25/21. 

*Although HB2701 dd not make it past the House floor, a similar bill (SB1080) would be introduced later 
in the 2021 legislative session, passing both Senate and House floors and signing into law a record-
breaking new budget deal increasing the cap on tax credits for EIGOs and SGOs 

SENATE BILLS

SENATE BILL 210  
 
Authored by Sen. Brent Howard; Co-Authored by Sen. Garry Mize, Sen. Nathan Dahm, and Sen. Shane 
Jett. 
 
SB210 relates to the provisions of removing school board members by recall petition. This measure 
increases school board accountability to the district’s community by proposing the possibility of recalling 
board members by petitions signed by at least 51% of qualified voters within the board district and filed 
with the school district boar of education. 
 



 

 

SB210 would have supported parent power by creating a process for district parents and 
community members to remove a school board member who is not meeting the responsibilities 
and expectations of the seat and increasing their accountability to the families they serve! 

Last Action: The bill was referred to the Senate Education Committee (2/2/21) where it was kept on 
hold and eventually died 2/3/21. 

SENATE BILL 126  
 
Authored by Sen. Julie Daniels; Co-Authored by Rep. Ryan Martinez 
 

SB126 relates to the modification of qualifying individuals who may be eligible to receive the Lindsey 
Nicole Henry Scholarship for Students with Disabilities Program, which currently is available to families 
of public school students with disabilities and/or an IEP and to families with a student who has been in 
out-of-home placement with the Department of Human Services. This measure would expand access to 
private school scholarships funded by this program to include active US military families and families 
who have undergone kinship placement of their student.  

SB126 would have supported parent power by expanding access to the LNH scholarship, which 
allows families to have additional financial opportunities to choose the best educational option 
for their student! 

Last Action: The bill was referred to the Senate Education Committee (2/2/21), then later amended and 
passed by the Senate floor with 35 Yes and 8 No votes (3/9/21). The bill was referred to the House 
Common Education Committee (3/22/21) and passed the committee with 74 Yes and 21 No votes 
(4/19/21) but was later rejected and called into the Conference Committee on Common Education 
(5/6/21) where it was held over and killed in committee on 5/27/21. 

SENATE BILL 229  

Authored by Sen. John Montgomery, Rep. Kyle Hilbert; Co-Authored by Rep. Scott Fetgatter, Rep. Mark 
Lawson, Rep. Trey Caldwell, Rep. Rhonda Baker, Rep. Dick Lowe, Rep. Dean Davis, Rep. Anthony Moore, 
Rep. Toni Hasenbeck, Rep. Rusty Cornwell, Rep. Brad Boles, Rep. Daniel Pae, Rep. Melissa Provenzano*, 
Rep. Jacob Rosecrants, Rep. Logan Phillips, Rep. John Waldron, Rep. Ronny Johns, Rep. Sherrie Conley, 
Rep. Tammy West, Rep. Brian Hill, Rep. Marcus McEntire, Sen. Zack Taylor, Sen. Jessica Garvin, Sen. 
Blake Stephens, Sen. Cody Rogers, Rep. Randy Randelman, Rep. Ty Burns, Rep. Ajay Pittman, Rep. Steve 
Russ, and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton 
*Rep. Provenzano was removed as coauthor from this bill 5/19/21 
 
SB229 relates to school funding and the creation of the Redbud School Funding Act, which will modify 
distribution of funds raised from taxes on medical marijuana retail sales to the State Public Common 
School Building Equalization Fund. This measure will provide State Aid in the form of redbud school 
grants to Oklahoma public charter schools. 

SB229 supports parent power by creating an equitable funding formula that benefits state 
school districts that fall below the state average in dedicated property taxes—such as public 
rural and charter schools! 



 

 

Last Action: The bill was referred to the Education Committee (2/2/21), and amended, then passed out 
of committee with 37 Yes and 8 No votes. (3/11/21). The bill was referred to the House Common 
Education Committee (4/6/21) where it was amended and passed out of the Common Education 
Committee with 88 Yes and 0 No votes (4/21/21). House Amendments were rejected, and the bill was 
sent to the Conference Committee, and then sent to a Special Conference Committee on Common 
Education (5/19/21). The bill passed the Senate floor with 38 Yes and 8 No votes (5/20/21) and then 
later passed the House floor with 97 Yes and 1 No vote (5/24/21) before being approved by Governor 
Kevin Stitt on 5/28/21. 

SENATE BILL 783  

Authored by Sen. Adam Pugh; Co-Authored by Rep. Brad Boles, Sen. Kim David, Rep. Tammy West, Rep. 
Chad Caldwell, Rep. Kyle Hilbert, Rep. Dean Davis, Rep. Terry O’Donnell, Rep. Jon Echols, Rep. Rhonda 
Baker, Rep. Toni Hassenbeck, and Rep. Charles McCall. 

SB783 relates to modifying provisions of the Education Open Transfer that would enable families to 
transfer from one district to another at any time during the year up as long as the school site in question 
continues to have capacity in that grade level. This measure will allow a student to be granted a 1-year 
transfer, and the school district retains the ability to deny the continued transfer due to disciplinary 
and/or absence issues. 

SB787 supports parent power by making it possible for families to undergo a transparent and 
true open transfer process that will allow for their students to transfer to the public school that 
best meets his or her needs! 

Last Action: The bill was referred to the Education Committee ( 2/2/21) then amended and passed by 
the Senate floor with 32 Yes and 15 No votes (3/2/21). The bill was passed the House floor with 68 Yes 
and 19 No votes and approved by Governor Kevin Stitt on 3/31/21.  

SENATE BILL 1080  

Authored by Sen. Roger Thompson; Co-Authored by Sen. Chuck Hall, Rep. Kevin Wallace, Rep. Kyle 
Hilbert, Sen. Greg Treat, Sen. Dave Rader, Sen. Marty Quinn, Sen. Michael Bergstrom, Sen. Julie Daniels, 
Sen. Cody Rogers, Rep. Toni Hasenbeck, Sen. Rob Standridge, Sen. Nathan Dahm, Sen. David Bullard, 
Sen. Joe Newhouse, Sen. Kim David, Sen. Lonnie Paxton, Rep. Chad Caldwell, Sen. Warren Hamilton, 
Rep. Chris Kannady, Rep. Mike  Osburn, Sen. John Michael Montgomery, Sen. Frank Simpson, Sen. Jake 
Merrick, Rep. Ryan Martinez, Sen. Shane Jett, Rep. Mark Lepak, Rep. Kevin West, Rep. Denise Crosswhite 
Hader, Sen. Zack Taylor and Rep. Charles McCall. 

SB1080 relates to income tax credits for contributions made to certain education improvement grants or 
scholarship-granting organizations. This measure proposes a budget plan to modify funding for the 
Equal Opportunity Scholarship Act. 

SB1080 supports parent power by creating financial opportunities in the form of private school 
scholarships for low-income families to utilize and public school grants to use for innovative 
school programs—in other words, more quality choices for our students! 



 

 

Last Action: The bill was referred to the Joint Appropriation and Budget Committee (5/3/21) and was 
amended and passed out of committee onto the Senate floor (5/17/21). The bill passed the Senate with 
36 Yes and 11 No votes and referred for engrossment (5/18/21) before passing the House floor with 63 
Yes and 36 No votes (5/20/21). Governor Stitt approved and signed SB1080 into law on 5/21/21. 
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Baker, Rhonda 60 R Y N - Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill Y 0 2 A+
Bashore, Steve 7 R N - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B
Bell, Merleyn 45 D N - - N Y Excused Excused 0 0 D

Bennett, Forrest 92 D N N - N Y N N 0 0 D
Blancett, Meloyde 78 D N N - N Y N N 0 0 D

Boatman, Jeff 67 R Y Y - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Boles, Brad 51 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill Y 0 2 A+

Brewer, Denise 71 D N - - N Y N N 0 0 D
Burns, Ty 35 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y N 0 1 B

Bush, Carol 70 R Y - - Y Excused Y N 0 0 C
Caldwell, Chad 40 R Y - - Y Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill 0 2 A+
Caldwell, Trey 63 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y N 0 1 B+
Conley, Sherrie 20 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y Y 0 1 A
Cornwell, Rusty 6 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y N 0 1 B+

Crosswhite Hader, Denise 41 R Y - - Y Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 1 A
Cruz, Jose 89 D N - - N Y N N 0 0 D

Culver, Bob 4 R N - - Y Y N N 0 0 D+
Davis, Dean 98 R Co-Authored Bill - - Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill Y 0 3 A+

Dempsey, Eddy 1 R N - - Y Y N Y 0 0 C
Dills, Sheila 69 R Y Y - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Dobrinski, Mike 59 R Y - - Y Y N Y 0 0 B
Dollens, Mickey 93 D N - - N Y Y N 0 0 D+

Echols, Jon 90 R Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill - Y Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill 0 3 A+
Fetgatter, Scott 16 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y Y 0 1 A

Ford, Ross 76 R Excused - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B
Frix, Avery 13 R Y - - Excused Y Y Y 0 0 B

Fugate, Andy 94 D N - - N Y N N 0 0 D
Gann, Tom 8 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Goodwin, Regina 73 D N N - Excused Y N N 0 0 D
Grego, Jim 17 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Hardin, David 86 R N - - Y Y N N 0 0 D+
Hardin, Tommy 49 R N - - Y Y N N 0 0 D+
Hasenbeck, Toni 65 R Co-Authored Bill Authored Bill - Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill 1 4 A+

Hilbert, Kyle 29 R Y Y - Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill 0 3 A+
Hill, Brian 47 R Y Y - Y Co-Authored Bill Y Y 0 1 A

Humphrey, Justin 19 R N - - N Y Y N 0 0 D+
Johns, Ronny 25 R N - - N Co-Authored Bill Y N 0 1 C

Kannady, Chris 91 R Y Co-Authored Bill - Y Y Excused Co-Authored Bill 0 2 A+
Kendrix, Gerrid 52 R N - - Y Y Excused Y 0 0 B

Kerbs, Dell 26 R Y - - Y Y Excused Y 0 0 B
Lawson, Mark 30 R Y Y - Y Co-Authored Bill Y Y 0 1 A
Lepak, Mark 9 R Y Y - Y Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 1 A
Lowe, Dick 56 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y Y 0 1 A

Lowe, Jason 97 D N - - N Y Excused N 0 0 D
Luttrell, Ken 37 R Y - - Y Y Y N 0 0 B

Manger, Robert 101 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Marti, T.J. 75 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Martinez, Ryan 39 R Y Co-Authored Bill - Co-Authored Bill Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 3 A+
May, Stan 80 R Y - - Y Y Excused Y 0 0 B

McBride, Mark 53 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
McCall, Charles 22 R Authored Bill - - - - Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill 1 2 A+
McDugle, Kevin 12 R Y Y - Y Y Excused Y 0 0 B

McEntire, Marcus 50 R Y Y - Y Co-Authored Bill Excused Y 0 1 B+
Miller, Nicole 82 R Y N - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B
Mize, Garry 31 R Y Y Co-Authored Bill Y Y Excused Y 0 1 B+

Moore, Anthony 57 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Excused N 0 1 B
Munson, Cyndi 85 D N - - N Y N N 0 0 D
Newton, Carl 58 R Y Y - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Nichols, Monroe 72 D N N - N Y Excused N 0 0 D
Nollan, Jadine 66 R N - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B

O'Donnell, Terry 23 R Co-Authored Bill - - Y Y Co-Authored Bill Y 0 2 A+
Olsen, Jim 2 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Osburn, Mike 81 R Y Y - Y Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 1 A
Pae, Daniel 62 R Y - - N Co-Authored Bill Y N 0 1 B

Patzkowsky, Kenton 61 R N - - Y Y N Y 0 0 C
Pfeiffer, John 38 R Y N - Y Excused Y Y 0 0 B

Phillips, Logan 24 R N - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y N 0 1 B
Pittman, Ajay 99 D Y - - N Co-Authored Bill - Co-Authored Bill 0 2 B

Provenzano, Melissa 79 D Excused - - N Y N N 0 0 D
Randleman, Randy 15 R Y - - Y Co-Authored Bill Y Y 0 1 A

Ranson, Trish 34 D N - - N Y N N 0 0 D
Roberts, Dustin 21 R Y Y - Excused Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 1 B+

Roberts, Eric 83 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Roberts, Sean 36 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Roe, Cynthia 42 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Rosecrants, Jacob 46 D N - - N Co-Authored Bill Excused N 0 1 D+
Russ, Todd 55 R Y Y - Excused Co-Authored Bill Y Y 0 1 B

Sims, Lonnie 68 R Y - - Y Y Y N 0 0 B
Smith, David 18 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Sneed, Chris 14 R Y - - Excused Y Y Y 0 0 B

Stark, Marilyn 100 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Steagall, Jay 43 R Y - - Y Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 1 A

Stearman, Wendi 11 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Sterling, Danny 27 R Y Y - Y Y Y N 0 0 B
Stinson, Preston 96 R Excused - - Excused Y Excused Y 0 0 C

Strom, Judd 10 R N N - Y Y Y N 0 0 C
Talley, John 33 R Y - - Y Y Y N 0 0 B

Townley, Tammy 48 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Turner, Mauree 88 D N - - N Y N N 0 0 D
Vancuren, Mark 74 R Y - - Y Y Y N 0 0 B

Virgin, Emily 44 D N N - N Y - N 0 0 D
Waldron, John 77 D N - - N Co-Authored Bill N N 0 1 D+
Walke, Collin 87 D N N - N Y N N 0 0 D

Wallace, Kevin 32 R Y Y - Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 1 A
West, Josh 5 R Y N - Y Y Y N 0 0 B

West, Kevin 54 R Y - - Y Y Y Co-Authored Bill 0 1 A
West, Rick 3 R N - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B

West, Tammy 84 R Co-Authored Bill N - Y Co-Authored Bill Co-Authored Bill Y 0 3 A+
Williams, Danny 28 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+

Wolfley, Max 95 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
Worthen, Rande 64 R Y - - Y Y Y Y 0 0 B+
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OKLAHOMA LEGISLATION OVERALL 2021 
GRADE:  B 

 
PARENTS’ CHOICE HONOR ROLL: 

 
Rhonda Baker (H) 

Brad Boles (H) 
Chad Caldwell (H) 

Dean Davis (H) 
Jon Echols (H) 

Toni Hassenbeck (H) 
Kyle Hilbert (H) 

Chris Kannady (H) 
Ryan Martinez (H) 
Charles McCall (H) 

Terry O’Donnell (H) 
Tammy West (H) 
Nathan Dahm (S) 
Julie Daniels (S) 

Shane Jett (S) 
Adam Pugh (S) 

Marty Quinn (S) 
Dave Rader (S) 
Cody Rogers (S) 
Zack Taylor (S) 

 
Parents’ Honorable Mentions: 

 
Jake Merrick (S) 
Garry Mize (H) 
Greg Treat (S) 

Eric Roberts (H) 
Nicole Miller (H) 

 
 

These Oklahoma Representatives have consistently shown with their bill endorsements, votes and 
time that they are dedicated to actively listening to parents and our concerns about and suggestions to 
improve state education for our students, and are actively championing parent voices and choices in 
education on a statewide level. Thank you, Oklahoma leaders! 


